ROBERT    KETT
upon Household Heath and in relation to the city of
Norwich. His guns when first fired at the city from a hill
nearby did no damage, either on account of their position
or because the skilled men needed to fire them, not being of
the rebels' mind, shot up into the air. So Kett moved his
artillery to lower ground, and from there was able to
dominate Norwich by force as well as by terror of the
multitude, and the Mayor and chief citizens were captured.
Kett was fortunate in the character of the first military
commander sent against him by orders from London. As
the Council would not permit Somerset to lead, William
Parr, Marquis of Northampton, was appointed to raise the
siege. He was a courtier rather than a soldier, a good-
natured man of some integrity, who excelled in negotiation,
but had had no experience of command. He had at his
disposal an army consisting not of regular soldiers but of the
personal retinues of the lords and gentlemen of the neigh-
bourhood; about 1,500 horsemen and a band of Italian
mercenaries.
Upon his approaching the city the magistrates went out
to meet him and join forces. Northampton, however,
had not been many hours in Norwich before his army
was betrayed by his own bad generalship and lack of
control over his men. Some of the gentlemen went out
at once to examine the battlefield and discover for them-
selves how Kett's forces were disposed and what condition
his men were in. These appear to have been attacked by
the rebels. For a short time the Italian mercenaries
coming to their rescue displayed their skill as trained
soldiers so well that it looked as if the tide might be
turned against Kett at once. But Northampton had been
surprised by the swift onslaught of the rebels, and was not
yet ready with a plan or with his whole forces. He per-
mitted rebels by mere numbers to press upon the Italians,
and at the moment when the Italians should have been
strengthened, they were forced to retire fighting in a circular
formation, very frightened that Kett's men would surround
them and cut them off entirely. Kett was unable to encom-
pass them, and in the gallant fighting one of the gentlemen
was captured whom the angry mob " spoiled of his Armour
and Apparel and hang'd over the Walls of Mount Surry."
Believing that he had an advantage, Kett tried to press it
home. Northampton, instead of at once taking up a posi-
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